
Dr. Morton understands SSA disability
testing. He was a consultant for
disability determination for SSA for six
years, then Chief Medical Consultant for
another eight years. He personally made
more than 50,000 determinations of
physical and mental disorders, and
trained medical doctors and clinical
psychologists to do the same.

In Social Security Disability Medical
Tests, he distills and conveys in plain
terms essential medical testing
information for attorneys and ALJs.

Dr. David Morton’s Social Security Disability
Medical Tests allows you to critically examine the
application of test results to disability claims. This
affordable book/CD package details over four hundred
disability tests in lay English, answering these questions:

When is the test warranted?  

Can SSA purchase it?  Does it commonly 
do so?  

What are the relevant social security
medical listings?

What complications can result?  

How should the test be performed?

Is the test objective, providing independently
verifiable information based upon
observation?  Or is it subjective, depending
upon the information elicited by the testing
physician?  

What is the probability that the test will not
detect the abnormality?  

What is the prevalence of the abnormality in
the population?

What is the normal range of test results?

Evaluate Medical Tests
Used in SSA Disability Determinations
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Normal test ranges, predictive values, relevant listings, 
proper technique, and more for 558 medical tests

Authoritative guidance
from an insider



Introduction 

Medical Tests, Electronic Links,
Relevant Social Security Medical
Listings, Test Names, Type of
Test, SSA Purchase,
Complications, Interpretation,
Comments, Purpose, General,
Contraindications, Technique,
Examples

1. Musculoskeletal Tests

Apley Grinding Test,
Arthrocentesis, Arthrography,
Bone Age, Bone Biopsy (Needle),
Bone Densitometry, Bone Scan,
Calcaneal Ultrasound, Cervical
Spine (Plain X-ray), Computerized
Craniofacial Anthropometry, CT
Scanning of Spine, Cross-Body
Adduction Test, Dejerine’s Sign,
Drawer Sign (Anterior and
Posterior), Elbow Extension Test

Extremity Ultrasound, Facial
Bones (X-ray), Finkelstein Test,
Flêch Sign, Gaenslen’s Test
(Sign), Kellgren-Lawrence Score,
Ludington’s Test, Lumbosacral
Spine (Plain X-ray), MRI of Bone,
McMurray’s Test, Musculoskeletal
Ultrasound, Patrick’s Test (Fabere
Test), Phalen’s Sign, Piriformis

Compression Test, Range of
Motion Tests, Schoeber Sign,
Simmonds’ Test, Skeletal Survey,
Spurling’s Test, Synovial
Membrane Biopsy, Thomas Test,
Tinel’s Sign, Trendelenburg’s Sign

2. Special Senses and Speech

Acoustic Immittance Testing,
Békésy Audiometry, Caloric Testing,
Color Vision Testing,
Electrocochleography,
Electronystagmography,
Electrooculography,
Electroretinography, Endothelial
Photography, Exophthalmometry,
Falling and Past-Pointing,
Fluorescein Angiography
(Angioscopy), Keratometry and
Keratoscopy, Laryngoscopy

Ocular Ultrasound,
Ophthalmoscopy, Otoscopy,
Perimetry, Positional Vertigo Test,
Posturography, Pupillometry, Pure
Tone Audiometry, Refraction,
Rinne Tuning Fork Test,
Shirmer’s Test, Slit Lamp
Examination, Speech Audiometry,
Strabismus Tests, Swinging
Flashlight Test, Tonography,
Tonometry, Transcorneal
Transillumination, Visual Acuity

Tests, Weber Tuning Fork Test

3. Respiratory System Tests

Arterial Blood Gas Study - Exercise,
Arterial Blood Gas Study - Resting,
BODE Index, Bronchial Challenge
Test, Bronchography, Bronchoscopy,
Carbon Dioxide Challenge Test,
Carbon Monoxide Diffusing
Capacity, Cardiopulmonary Sleep
Study, Chest X-ray, CT Scanning of
the Chest, Exhaled Nitric Oxide,
Fluoroscopy, Functional Residual
Capacity, Lung Subdivisions,
Mediastinoscopy

Mycobacterial Tests - Body Fluids,
Peak Expiratory Flow, Percutaneous
Pleural Biopsy, Percutaneous
Transthoracic Needle Aspiration,
Pulmonary Angiography,
Pulmonary Ultrasonography, Pulse
Oximetry, Serum Surfactant
Protein A, Spirometry, Sputum
Collection, TREM-1, Thoracentesis,
Thoracic Gas Volume, Thoracoscopy,
Thoracotomy, V-P Lung Scans

4. Cardiovascular Tests

Abdominal Diameter Index,
Adenosine Magnetic Resonance
Imaging, Adenosine Stress
Radionuclide Imaging,

Adrenomedullin, Albumin Cobalt
Binding Test, Allen Test,
Ambulatory Blood Pressure,
Allomap® Heart Transplant
Rejection Test, Aortic Ultrasound,
Aortofemoral Contrast
Angiography, Amyloid Alpha, Apex
Cardiography, Arm Ergometry
Stress Testing, Asymmetric
Dimethylarginine, Baroreflex
Sensitivity, Basic Metabolic Profile

Bicycle Ergometry/Supine
Ergometry, Blood Lipids, Blood
Pressure Measurement (Arm Cuff
Method), C3/C4 Complement Ratio,
Cardiac Blood Pool Scan, Cardiac
Catheterization, Cardiac Enzymes,
Cardiac PET, Cholesterol Skin Test,
Complete Blood Count Risk Score,
Cold Pressor Test - Cardiac Stress,
Cold Stimulation Test for Raynaud’s
Syndrome, Coronary Flow Reserve
(by Doppler), Computed
Tomography Angiography for
Peripheral Arterial Disease

Dipyridamole Stress
Echocardiography, Dipyridamole
Stress Radionuclide Imaging,
Dobutamine MRI, Dobutamine
Stress Echocardiography,
Dobutamine Stress Radionuclide

Cross-references to SSA’s Blue Book Listing
of Impairments save you time.  The Blue Book
is included in Medical Test’s Appendix 4. 
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Alternate test names confuse even
physicians, so their inclusion here makes
identification easier for everyone.

Type distinguishes between
objective and subjective tests.

Can SSA Purchase? Invasiveness,
expense and unavailability limit the
tests SSA will provide.

Purpose provides the
indications for performing
the test.

Technique helps you make sure
that the test was performed properly.



David A. Morton, III, M.D., was a consultant for Disability
Determination for Social Security Administration in Arkansas
for 14 years.

During the last eight years of that period, he was the Chief
Medical Consultant. In that capacity he hired, trained,
supervised, and evaluated the work of both medical doctors
(M.D.’s) and clinical psychologists (Ph.D.’s) in the medical
determination of mental disability claims.

Dr. Morton also supervised medical disability determinations
of physical disorders, and personally made more than 50,000
determinations of both physical and mental disorders in both
adults and children in every specialty of medicine pertaining to
disability.

Dr. Morton writes extensively on Social Security disability, and
has authored books for Nolo, West, and Fine Books.

About the Author

About the Book and CD

Social Security Disability Medical Tests contains 1,350 letter-
sized pages in two sturdy 3-ring binders. 1,100 pages are devoted
to 558 medical tests; the remaining 250 pages set forth medical
abbreviations and terms, normal values for tests, treadmill stress
protocols, and the SSA’s Listing of Impairments.

The free, full-text CD has every word linked and is boolean
searchable. No software installation is required, and no
software guide need be studied – use is 100% intuitive.

Interpretation discusses the meaning of
normal and abnormal test results.

Medical terms are defined
in the footnotes.

Imaging, Duke Treadmill Score,
Echocardiography, EKG/ECG -
Resting, Electron Beam CT,
Electrophysiologic Studies,
Emotional Stress Testing,
Endomyocardial Biopsy, Exercise
Echocardiography, Head-Up Tilt-
Table Testing

Heart Transplant Breath Test,
Heart Fatty Acid Binding Protein,
Holter Monitoring, Homocysteine,
Impedance Plethysmography,
Laser Doppler Flowmetry,
Lipoprotein-Associated
Phospholipase A2, Magnetic
Resonance Cardiac Scan, Magnetic
Resonance Coronary Angiography,
Treadmill MRI, Magnetic
Resonance Vascular Scan,
Metabonomic Screening for
Coronary Artery Disease

Matrix Metalloproteinase-9,
Myeloperoxidase, Myocardial
Contrast Echocardiography,
Myocardial Infarction Scan -
Technetium, Myocardial Perfusion
Stress Imaging, Neopterin Levels,
Osteopontin, Osteoprotegerin,
Pacemaker Check,
Pericardiocentesis, Peripheral
Vascular Arterial Dopplers,

Peripheral Vascular B-Mode
Ultrasound, Peripheral Vascular
Duplex Ultrasound, Peripheral
Vascular Venous Dopplers, Perthes’
Test

PCG and Pulse Tracings,
Pregnancy-Associated Plasma
Protein A, Radionuclide
Angiography, Reactive Hyperemia-
Peripheral Arterial Tonometry,
Regodenoson Stress Radionuclide
Imaging, Seismocardiography -
Exercise, Spiral CT Scanning
(Heart & Aorta), ST Segment
Depression/Heart Rate Hysteresis,
Systolic Time Intervals, Treadmill
Stress Testing

Trendelenburg’s Test, Urine
Proteome Analysis for Coronary
Artery Disease, Vectorcardiography,
Venography - Contrast, Venography
- Computed Tomographic,
Venography - 125I Fibrinogen
Scanning, Venography - MRI,
Venography - Radionuclide
Imaging, Waist/Hip Ratio, YKL-40
Inflammatory Marker

5. Digestive System and
Abdominal Tests

Abdominal Ultrasound, Anorectal

Manometry, Anoscopy, Barium
Enema, Bernstein Test, Biliary
Scan, Breath Hydrogen Analysis,
Colonoscopy, CT Scanning of
Abdomen, D-Xylose Absorption
Test, Endoscopic Retrograde
Cholangiopancreatography,
Enteroclysis, Esophageal
Manometry, Esophagography,
Esophagus Acid Reflux Test -
Prolonged Recording, Fecal Fat,
Gastric Acid Stimulation Test,
Gastric Emptying Scan

Gastric Saline Load Test,
Gastroesophageal Reflux Scan,
Gastrointestinal Bleed Localization
Study, Gastrointestinal Endoscopic
Ultrasonography, Gastrointestinal
Series, Hollander Test, IV Secretin
Gastrin Levels, Liver Biopsy, Liver
and Spleen Scan, MRI of Abdomen,
Meckel’s Diverticulum Scan,
Murphy’s Sign for Cholecystitis,
Obturator Sign, Occult Blood Test -
Stool, Oral Cholecystography,
Paracentesis

Percutaneous Splenoportography,
Percutaneous Transhepatic Portal
Venography, Percutaneous
Transhepatic Cholangiography,
Peritoneal Lavage, Plain X-ray of

Abdomen, Psoas Sign, Rovsing’s
Sign, Salivary Gland Scan, Schilling
Test, Sialography, Sigmoidoscopy,
Small Bowel Biopsy, Standard Acid
Reflux Test, Upper Gastrointestinal
Endoscopy, Urea Breath Test,
Urinary Trypsinogen-2, Ultrasound
Elastography of Liver

Similarly detailed coverage is
also provided for…

6. Genito-Urinary Tests

7. Hemic and Lymphatic Tests

8. Skin Tests

9. Endocrine and Obesity
Tests

10. Obstetrics and
Gynecology Tests 

11. Neurological Tests

12. Immune System, Serology
and| Related Tests

13. Cancer and Related Tests

Appendices

Test Normal Values

Medical Abbreviations

Treadmill Stress Test Protocols

SSA’s Listing of Impairments 
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Yes, send me one copy of Dr. Morton’s Social Security Disability Medical Tests and its free CD.  Include an invoice for $129 plus
$8.95 shipping.  If I am not satisfied, I may return the book and CD within 30 days for a full refund.  Send me the annual updates
on the same 30-day review basis.  I may cancel the update service at any time.
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