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Proven advice for selecting, preparing, examining, excluding, and
cross-examining expert witnesses

Perhaps no litigation task is more important than dilut-
ing the effect of the opposition’s expert. This formida-

ble challenge begins well before discovery and continues
through settlement or trial.

Let Robert Clifford’s Qualifying & Attacking Expert Witnesses
help. This 570-pager is loaded with strategies, law, and forms
for handling experts:

Sample pages and table of contents inside…

Selection

Finding persuasive experts. §130
Controlling expert witness costs. §151
Cheap substitutes for experts. §152
Avoiding conflicts of interest. §160

Discovery

Deposition preparation. §202
Deposition instructions for your expert.

§211
Disclosure of expert’s work product. §242

Trial 

Sample voir dire questions. §301.1
Qualification questions that keep the jury

focused. §334
Presentation checklist. §330

Demonstrative evidence rules and con-
siderations. §332

Daubert tactics. §345.2
Challenges to computer-generated

information §346, government
reports §346A, and industry stan-
dards §347

Objections to cross-examination. §348

Attacking the expert

Pretrial challenges to scientific expert testi-
mony. §406

Checklist for establishing unreliability. §415
Preparing the expert witness trial binder.

§422
Checklist of bases for motion in limine.

§423.1.4
Grounds for disqualifying the opposing

expert. §424 et seq

Objections to direct testimony. §425
Checklist for effective cross-examination.

§431
Fruitful areas of cross-examination. §433
Tactics for showing lack of basis for 

opinion. §443
Restricting demonstrative evidence. §470

Over 500 pages 
of checklists, tactics, 

cases, and strategies.  
Book and CD for only  $99.

Qualifying & Attacking Expert Witnesses devotes 200 pages to tactics, cases, and checklists specific
to these experts:

Appraisers
Contractors
Criminologists
Doctors

Document examiners
Economists
Employment experts
Insurance experts

Linguists
Psychologists
Physical facts experts
Transportation engineers



Discovery

Motion to Appoint Independent Expert,
Order, Motion to Quash Subpoena Duces
Tecum, Order, Stipulation Regarding
Admission of Documents

Trial

Voir Dire Questions for Complex Expert
Testimony, Voir Dire Questions Defusing
Expert Testimony

Checklist for Reviewing Transcripts,
Motion for Production of Expert Report,
Order, Checklist for Document Request, Pre-
Deposition Checklist (Opposing Expert),
Post-Deposition Checklist, Motion in Limine,
Cross-Examination on Qualifications, Cross
Examination re Establishing Authoritative-
ness, Complete Cross-Examination

Specific Experts

Medical: Checklist and Sample Ques-
tions for Qualification, for Presentation of

Testimony, Cross-Examination re Bias, re
Lack of Qualification, re Inconsistent State-
ments, Questions re Exaggeration, Ques-
tioning re Lack of Basis for Opinion,
Cross-Examination re Concessions

Psychological: Notice of Motion for
Order Appointing Expert Psychiatric Wit-
ness, Declaration, Order, Questions re Qual-
ification, Questioning re Psychological Dam-
age, Questions re Intellectual Impairment,
Foundational Requirements for Psychologi-
cal Testimony

Over 30 Forms and Checklists

Pattern  questions.
Methods of attack
specific to type of
exper t are illustrat-
ed with Q&A.

Recent  cases.
Key points are well-suppor ted with relevant
cases, which in turn are fully detailed.

Checklists.
Much of the book’s
advice is boiled 
down into step-by-
step checklists.

Tactics.
Bulleted lists of practice-proven
strategies are found every few pages.



1. Selecting Your Expert

Preliminary Considerations, Types of
Experts, Attributes of the Expert, Locating
the Expert, Initial Conference, Compensation,
Conflict of Interest, Liability of Expert for
Negligence, Court Appointed Experts 

2. Discovery and Your
Expert

The Discovery Process, Deposition, Inter-
rogatories and Requests for Admissions,
Protective Orders, Your Expert’s Documents 

3. Presenting Your Expert at
Trial and Arbitration

Organizing Your Trial Preparation, Prepar-
ing Your Expert to Testify, Qualifying Your

Expert in Trial, Presenting Your Expert’s Opin-
ions, Basis of the Expert’s Opinion, Expert
Testimony in Final Argument, Experts in Alter-
native Dispute Resolution and Settlement

4. Attacking the Expert

Pretrial Attack: Identification of Opposing
Expert, Consulting with Your Client and
Expert, Locating Prior Testimony, Motion for
Summary Judgment, Pretrial Challenges, Pro-
ceeding with Discovery, Establishing a Discov-
ery Plan, Timing of Discovery, Document Pro-
duction, Interrogatories, Deposition of
Opposing Expert

Attack at Trial: Preparing the Expert Wit-
ness Binder, Preliminary Motions, Disqualify-
ing the Opposing Expert, Objections to Direct
Testimony

Cross-Examination: Should the Expert 
Be Cross-Examined?  Selected Areas of
Cross-Examination, Inconsistencies

Lack of Basis for Opinions: Lack of
Training or Research, Lack of Research,
Reliance on Others, Lack of Proper Basis 
for Opinions, Presentation of Summaries 
of Documents

Hypothetical Questions, Rebuttal,
Restricting Demonstrative Evidence

5. Commonly Used Experts

Document Examiners, Appraisers, Con-
struction, Medical, Transportation, Economic,
Physical Facts, Engineering, Insurance, Psy-
chological, Criminal, Employment, Linguistic,
Legal Malpractice

Abbreviated Contents

Robert C. Clifford serves as a con-
sultant to law firms and as an arbitra-
tor and mediator in insurance and liti-
gation matters.  He resides in Carmel,
California. 

He has been the senior partner of an
Oakland, California, law firm where he
specialized in general litigation, includ-
ing real property disputes, personal

injury litigation, insurance matters,
contract disputes, will contests, and
estate matters.

About the Author

Qualifying & Attacking Expert Wit-
nesses contains 570 letter-sized pages in
a sturdy and tabbed 3-ring binder.  You
receive pattern questions, checklists,
tactics, and case law for working with
experts in general, and specific advice
for medical, psychological, economic,
physical facts, engineering, construc-
tion, insurance, employment, linguistic,
document examination, legal malprac-
tice, and criminal experts. 

Included at no extra charge is an intu-
itive, full-text CD which requires no
installation before use.  It may be
searched by key word, case name, topic,
or form.  You may also open and modify
any of the CD’s forms simply by using
your favorite word processor; you need
not work with the CD’s search program.  

$99 buys the book and CD.  The
book is updated annually for $69 with
replacement pages and a new CD.  Both
the book and its update are sold on a
30-day trial basis, and may be returned
if not to your liking.  The update serv-
ice may be cancelled at any time.

About the Book and CD
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We  give  a  portion  of  revenues  to  needy  youth.
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Yes, send me one copy of Robert Clifford’s Qualifying & Attacking Expert Witnesses and its CD with an invoice for $99 plus tax
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30-day review basis.  I may cancel the update service at any time.
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