Look and Feel
Trial-Ready

Building Why do so many attorneys dislike going to trial?
INEIRNNE NS They feel disorganized and inadequately prepared.
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The many hours needed to get ready for trial can be tough to
obtain. Frequently they are stolen from family and sleep time.
Sometimes the hours needed for trial preparation are never obtained,
causing counsel embarrassment and reputation damage.

A Million-Dollar Advocate has written an innovative trial notebook
that attacks the problem head on. Author Leonard Bucklin’s proven system
materially reduces litigation preparation time and ensures that you and your
cases are always ready for deposition, hearing, and court dates. How? The

notebook keeps you, your staff, and even your client laser-focused on assem-

$99 brings you Leonard Bucklin’s guide to
creating trial notebooks, a full-text CD
containing 100 forms, and a trial notebook.

bling in a courtroom-usable format the essential arguments, questions, and
documents.

Novel, trial-tested forms and strategies

Mr. Bucklin is a creative litigator who has developed powerful “Conversely, the easiest way to put the plaintiff into reactive
techniques usable in most cases. His litigation system is loaded mode is the aggressive use of interrogatories. | have never yet
with them. And Building Trial Notebooks makes it easy to understood why most defense attorneys do not send their first
employ these tactics in your next case, because Mr. Bucklin has  interrogatories with the answer. If your jurisdiction first requires
included a full set of implementing documents. For example: an initial exchange of information, send a letter asking for the

plaintiff’s signed authorization to inspect medical records plus a

Organization complete copy of all plaintiff medical records possessed.” §30.4
“It is not sufficient for you to tell your staff that ‘we want to L
get all cases moving,” or ‘the Henry case needs to be ready for Depositions
trial by June.” Exhortations are not goals. Use this Litigation “I have found that my Deposition Availability Coordination
Checklist to provide specific and attainable tasks.” §1.1 Form reduces the time wasted scheduling and re-scheduling
This one-sheet Case Summary will clarify your mind about depositions. In 15 years of using this form and procedure, I
what is essential to the case. §2.1 have never seen an adverse attorney with enough courage to
. make a motion to the court to prevent a deposition on a date
Plead’ngs he said in writing was available.” §12.1

“A good way to attack unwarranted boilerplate answer para-
graphs is to fire off a demand for admissions that states the oppo-
site. The defense’s discovery cooperation will be better if you
have the leverage of an unresolved Rule 11 violation. Use this
pattern Request for Admissions.” §30.2

“Always assume that the entire deposition will be read into
evidence. What are the last answers you want the jury to hear?
Ending depositions on a high note will...

More tips inside...

Inside: sample pages, author background, and table of contentsl



continued from page one

also affect settlement valuation. To finish
strong, use this short building block:” §31.2

“If the item produced at the deposition
is important to you, say ‘I offer Deposition
Exhibit X into evidence.” Making the offer
at deposition flushes out any trial surpris-
es.” §12.4

“Give this deposition checklist to your
clients early in the case. It will encourage
them to observe their injuries, so they will
not forget items the jury will want to
know.” §30.5

To prevent receipt of an adverse
expert’s bill for 20 hours of “review of
files, study, and preparation for deposi-
tion,” specify in your notice of deposition
that the adverse expert is not to spend
more than two hours preparing for the
deposition. §7.4

“You can maximize the psychological
advantage of taking the deposition of an
organization (rather than a named person)
by using a well-drafted, multi-page Notice
of Taking Deposition. Do not draft some-
thing off the top of your head. Start with
the following battle-tested form. It will also
provide a writing to use in a motion to com-
pel, or for sanctions.” §32.3

And more

“Even though no court order
is involved in obtaining an Independent
Medical Examination, you as plaintiff’s
attorney need the protection. And you are
in good bargaining position to get it. Ask
defense counsel to sign this Stipulation for
Physical Examination.” §30.8

“Use my ‘Six Step Prep” to make friend-
ly witnesses better witnesses. You will be
surprised how effective your staff can be in
helping with these procedures.” §40. 1

“Failure to document your settlement
discussions with clients can come back to
haunt you. Use this Settlement
Conference Worksheet.” §22.3

Trial-Tested

Forms and Tips

Summary forms help you focus
on key points
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Visible preparation brings settlement leverage

The Bucklin litigation preparation system will also make you and your case settlement-ready. And your readiness, confi-
dence, and organization will be visible. At depositions and conferences, defense counsel will see that you are prepared and
focused, your trial notebook is steadily growing in size and value, and your strategies and forms are painfully effective.

Your notebook system will also allow your staff to work on cases in your absence without upsetting your organization, losing
important documents, or wasting time on low-value matters. And when you need to work on the case or answer questions, every-
thing will be at hand.




Avoid communication issues with
clearly-written client forms
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Detailed instructions guide staff
in your absence

Broadly-written forms cover
a wide range of situations
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Building-block discovery checklists
save hours of preparation
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“My trial notebook system will cut

your final trial prep time by as much s
as 40%. It did for me.”

Dear Litigator, Leonard Bucklin

If you're like me, preparing the paperwork and spending hours getting ready for trial is not your favorite part of
being a lawyer.

Don’t get me wrong. | like to try cases, but preparing for the courtroom can drain nearly every ounce of my energy.

Before | had a trial notebook system, | found myself (on more occasions than 1'd like to admit) working well into the
wee hours of the morning preparing for a trial that started at 9 a.m.

How would you feel if | could show you a straightforward and inexpensive way to prepare for trial?  What if
my approach saved you 40% of the time it normally takes you to get trial-ready?

Be the best organized lawyer in the courtroom

While practicing for the last 35 years in a successful five-state, plaintiff-and-defense litigation practice, | devel-
oped and refined the most effective litigation notebook system ever created.
This proven system is guaranteed to tightly organize your case. You will be so well prepared that you can focus

on being your best in the courtroom. In fact, my litigation notebook system is so powerful that attorneys with more
resources will wonder how you beat them.

About the Author

Leonard H. Bucklin has been elected a Fellow of the Advocate by the National Board of Trial Advocacy, and is an
International Academy of Trial Lawyers, which attempts to adjunct faculty member of the Round Table Scholars.
identify the top 500 trial lawyers in the U.S. He served as a
Director of the Academy from 1990 to 1996. He is also a
member of the Million-Dollar Advocate’s Forum, which is lim-
ited to plaintiff’s attorneys who have won million or multi-
million dollar verdicts, awards, and settlements.

His legal experience spans 40 years, and has been balanced
between commercial and personal work, between office practice and
litigation, and between plaintiff and defense work. He currently
spends much time on ethics consulting, serving on various work-
groups and ethics committees of legal and medical organizations. Mr.

On the other side of the table, Mr. Bucklin has been Bucklin may be reached at Leonard@Bucklin.org. If you simply wish
placed in Best’s Directory of Recommended Insurance to order Building Trial Notebooks, please contact the publisher at:

Attorneys as a result of superior defense work and reasonable . .
fees for over 35 insurers. He was certified as a Civil Trial (800) 440-4780 or www.JamesPublishing.com

About the Books and CD

You receive three items: 3. The trial notebook. This 3-ring binder contains 25 tabbed
dividers, 23 instruction sheets, and dozens of innovative
forms, and is ready to use in organizing and preparing your
next case. It is sturdy enough to last many trials, and contains
a clear-plastic pocket allowing you to swap case-name infor-
mation. When used with the instruction book and CD, the
trial notebook will save you hours of preparation time, and
keep you organized and focused.

1. The instruction book. Building Trial Notebooks contains 830
letter-sized pages and 33 tabbed dividers in a sturdy 3-ring
binder. 670 pages are devoted to the trial notebook system
that helped make author Leonard Bucklin one of the top 500
trial lawyers in the nation. 330 pages are filled with Mr.
Bucklin’s proven tips and strategies for maximizing settle-
ments, effective discovery, and efficient preparation for trial.

2. The CD-ROM. Included at no extra charge is an intuitive, $99 bflys the two books and CD. They are upd"cltc':d anqually for
full-text and forms CD which requires no installation before $59 with replac.ement pages and a new CD. Building Tr?al )
use. It may be searched by key word or topic, or accessed using Notebooks and its future updates are sold on a 30-day trial basis,
the digital table of contents. You may open and modify any of and may be returned if not to your liking. The update service
the CD’s forms simply by using your favorite word processor; ~ may be cancelled at any time.
you need not work with the CD’s search program.
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